
The issue of teen drinking came to the  forefront during last week's

trial of _________ and  ___________, who were found guilty Saturday 

of ignoring underage drinking in their home.



Community Social Host Legislation

(Underage Drinking Party Ordinance)

ORDINANCE TO ADMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE _______________ 

RE: OFFENSES-

MISCELLANEOUS

BE IT ENACTED, by the (Town Board, Village Board, or City of) __________________, 

New York, as follows: 

Sec__ Chapter __ of the Code of Ordinances of the ______________, shall be and the 

same is hereby amended by adding thereto Section ____ To read as follows, with the 

rest of the Chapter remaining in full force and effect: 
ñSec. ___. Prohibition against consumption of alcoholic beverages by minors on private property.

Legislative Intent.

It is the purpose of this section to protect the public interest, welfare, health and safety within the _______________ by 

prohibiting the services to and consumption of alcoholic beverages and drugs by persons under the age of twenty-one (21) 

at private premises located in the Town . The (Town Board, Village, or City of ___) finds that the occurrence of social 

gatherings at private premises where alcoholic beverages or drugs are served to or consumed by persons under the age of 

twenty-one (21) is harmful to such persons themselves and a threat to public welfare, health and safety. The (Town Board, 

Village or City of ____) finds further that persons under the age of twenty-one (21) often obtain alcoholic beverages or 

drugs at such gatherings and that persons who are in control of such premises know or have reason to know of such 

service and/or consumption and will be more likely to ensure that alcoholic beverages and drugs are neither served to nor 

consumed by persons under the age of twenty-one (21) at these gatherings.



Why is this law needed?

Under existing law, minors (persons under the age of 21) are 

prohibited from possessing alcohol. The adult who serves 

them alcohol is liable; however, if the minors will not give the 

name of the adult who has supplied them with alcohol the 

police can do nothing. By making ñallowing alcohol to be 

consumed on the premisesò this law will close this loophole.

Community Social Host Legislation 

Frequently Asked Questions



The offense is an infraction - a 

citation similar to a parking ticket. 

This is not a misdemeanor or a 

felony that would stay with them 

throughout their lives. 

Its purpose is to hold the person in 

control of the premises responsible 

for allowing alcohol to be 

consumed on the property.

If my child is 

arrested and found 

guilty, will this go 

on his/her 

permanent record?



These parties on private 

property have repeatedly been 

identified as the primary source 

by which youth obtain alcohol. 

Kids obtain alcohol at parties 

through friends, older siblings 

or adults. Because alcohol is 

often freely available and 

drinking games are common, 

binge drinking - consuming five 

our more drinks on one 

occasion within a short period 

of time - frequently occurs. 

Binge drinking and other heavy 

drinking is strongly associated 

with injury, motor vehicle 

crashes, violence, fetal alcohol 

syndrome, chronic liver 

disease, unintended 

pregnancies and sexually 

transmitted diseases.

Why does this bill target house 

parties or parties that occur on 

premises?



Why has premises been re-defined?

premises has been re-defined to include homes, apartments, back yards, 

outbuildings, fields, wooded areas, fields, etc. This closes the loophole to 

allow police anywhere on private property when a complaint if filed by a 

neighbor or concerned community member.



House parties are 

happening across our 

state both when parents 

are present, and when 

only teens are home. 

Under the proposed law, 

minors can also be cited 

for hosting underage 

drinking parties.

Don't most of the large underage drinking 

parties happen when parents are out of town?


